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COURSE DESCRI PTI ON:

This course is designed to assist beginning nursing students in their
adj ustnment to becom ng nmenbers of the nursing profession in a rapidly

changi ng society. The student wll be introduced to the attitudes,
beliefs, values and laws that are the foundation of nursing practice.
As well, the present context of nursing will be examined in terns of

the structure and function of the Canadian health care system

COURSE OBJECTI VES:

Descri be nursing as a profession.

Determine the significance of values to a health care

pr of essi onal .

Examine inplications of devel opment of personal and professional
goal s.

Exam ne the structure and function of the health care system
Exami ne the legal and ethical basis of nursing.

Describe the effect of selected |egislation on nursing.

METHODOL OGY

Classes wll consist of discussions, |lectures, guest speakers and
audi o- vi sual mat eri al . Enphasi s will be pl aced on st udent
participation
EVALUATI ON:

Nur si ng 100

M dterm Test 30%

Fi nal Test 40%

Group project 30%

Nursing 120

Test #1 30%

Test #2 30%

Test #3 40%



TEXTS:

The student will be expected to refer to a wide variety of texts and
journals available in the library.

Kozier, B. S Erb, G, Fundamentals of Nursing, Addison-Wsley, Don
MIlls, 1983.

Starch, J., patients' Rights: Et hical and Legal issues in Health Care
and Nursi ng. McGraw-HI IT, Toronto, 1982.

Sundeen, S.J., Nurse-Client Interaction, C. V. Msby, Toronto, 1985.

panmphl ets from Coll ege of Nurses of Ontario

1. Standards of practice
2. Ethical Guidelines
3. Health Disciplines Act
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| NSTRUCTI ONAL OBJECTI VES
EXAM NE THE LEGAL BASI S OF NURSI NG

A

I dentify two inportant reasons
for nurses to understand aspects
of the |aw

Exam ne sel ected aspects of the
Canadi an Legal System

1. Define the term "l aw'.

2. ldentify the function of a
system of | aws.

3. ldentify four principles on
which the |aw rests-

4. ldentify five sources of
Canadi an | aw.

5. Differentiate between the main
di visions of public and private
| aw.

6. Differentiate between civil and
crimnal |egal actions.

7. Describe the concept of double
[iability.
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REFERENCES

Storch, J.,
Patients' Rights;
Ethical & Lega
Issues in Health
Care and Nursing.
MGawHIT,
Toronto, 1982.
pp. 29-33

Kozi er, B. and Erb,
G, Fundanental s of
Nur si ng. Addi son-
Wesley, Don MI1s,
1983. pp. 97-99

Storch, pp. 29-32
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Descri be nurses' |legal roles, Kozier, B. & Erb, G,
| egal roles pp. 99-101

1. Identify legal roles.

2. ldentify rights and obligations
associ ated wth each legal role.

3. Exami ne the indistinct boundary
between | egal and ethical roles
i n nursing.

4. Describe the relationship between
patients' rights and the nurse's

l egal role.
D, Exam ne the Health Disciplines Act as Col | ege of Nurses of
it affects nurses in Ontario Ontario. The Health

Di sci plines Act, 1983

1. Describe the purpose of the Health
Di sci pl i nes Act

2. Describe the neaning of "professiona
m sconduct” in the Health D sciplines
Act .
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3. Examne the Col | ege of Col | ege of Nurses
Nurses of Ontario as the official of Ontario. Serving
regul atory body for nursing under the Public. 1983.

the Health Disciplines Act.

a) Exam ne the follow ng aspects of Col | ege of Nurses

the Coll ege of Nurses of Ontario, —
Conpl ai nts Proce-
i) purpose dure: Waat it
ii) menbership Means to You,
iii) governing Toronto, 1979.
b) Describe the function O the Col | ege of Nurses of
four statutory commttees of Ontario. The
the Col | ege of Nurses. St andards of Nursing

Practice, 1983
c) Describe the purpose of the
St andards of Practice.

d) ldentify the four sections and
Appendi x within the standards of
practi ce.

Exam ne selected |egal concepts as
they relate to nursing practice.

1. Examne the followng four torts

as they relate to nursing. Storch, pp. 35-38
a) Defammation Mai no, Mand Seguin, M
The Nurse and the Law.
i) Define defanmation Nur si ng Education Medi a
ii) Exam ne exanples of slander Project. Toronto, 1978
and |i bel .

Video, "D d You Hear The
One About ol dnagel ?
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b) Fal se inprisonnent
Conpare false inprisonnent with
justifiable restraint or
i sol ation.

c) Negligence
i) Define negligence,

ii) Differentiate negligence and
mal practi ce,

JANUARY, 1986

REFERENCES

Kozier, p. 107

Storch, p. 39

Mai no and Sequi n, Vi deo:
"Hearing fromM. Willace

iii) ldentify the criteria of the Sklar, C, "Student Nurse
standard of care to which and the Law', C N, OCct.
nurses are generally held, 1980.
iv) Describe crimnal negligence,
v) ldentify the four elenents Kozier, p. 105-6
used to establish negligence,
vi) Describe common exanpl es of Sklar, C, "Error of
negl i gence. Judgenent: Is It Al ways
Negl i gence?"* C N,
March, 1979.
d) Battery and Assault Mirio and Sequin, Video:
"Only M nor Surgery”
i) Define
ii) ldentify the legal principles Storch, pp. 35-36, 61, 63
behi nd the need for consent*
iii) Explain expressed and inplied Sklar, C, "Legal Consent
consent. and the Nurse", C. N
iv) Describe the four elenents March, 1978.
df a legal consent.
Exam ne the |egal basis of the right Storch, pp. 73-77
to privacy and confidentiality. Kozier, pp. 106-107
Mai no, Video "Cheap Tal k"
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3. Describe how contract law relates to Miino, Video, "What Should
nursing practice. We Do About Martha?"

a) Define contract.

b) Explain expressed and inplied
contract. Storch, pp. 34

c) Describe two exanples of contracts Kozier, pp. 103
in which nurses may be invol ved.

4. Explain the responsibility of the
the nurse in wtnessing a wil.

5. Explain the intent of the Good

Samaritan Act. Kozier, pp. 107-108
6. Exam ne the legal significance of Sklar, C, "The Lecfal
charting and reporting. Significance of Charting".

C N, Feb., 1978
Kozier, pp. 435-436

7. Describe nine ways in which nurses Kozier, pp. 108
protect thensel ves against |egal
action.

8. ldentify the purpose of professiona
[iability insurance.
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1. EXAM NE THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTI ON OF
THE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

A. Describe the following five elenents Soderstrom L., The
of the Canadian Health Care System Canadi an Health System
CoomHelmLtd., London,
1978

1. ldentify the users of the system

2. ldentify the resources of the system
in ternms of manpower, buil dings,
equi prent and materi al .

3. Examine resources organized to
supply heal th servi ces.

a) ldentify government (official),
voluntary (private) and proprietary
suppliers.

b) ldentify community based and
institutional based suppliers.

c) ldentify federal, provincial, |oca
and international suppliers of
health care.

4. ldentify institutions which finance
and regul ate the system

5. Describe the health care systemin terns
of the outcone.

a) identify the benefits

b) identify the cost
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B

1. ldentify the principles upon which the
Canada Health Act, 1984, is based.

2. Exam ne the significance of the
"Health Practitioner” anendnent to the
Canada Health Act.

3. Describe the RN A O position on
heal th care.

Briefly describe the funding of the
Canadi an Health Care System

Descri be the organizational structure
and function of a general hospital.

Exam ne the role of the nurse on the
health team

1. Describe the nmenbers of the
nursing team and their relationship.

2. ldentify nenbers of the health team

3. ldentify critical elenents in
wor king as a team

4. ldentify key characteristics of the
nurse as a team nmenber.

1986



